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NHS BLOOD AND TRANSPLANT 
 

PANCREAS ADVISORY GROUP 
 

LISTING PRACTICE FOR PANCREAS TRANSPLANTATION 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1 This is a two year review of the initial listing practices for patients requiring a 

pancreas, pancreas/kidney or initial islet transplant and examines whether 
there are differences between centres. 
 

DATA 
 
2 Data were obtained from the UK Transplant Registry on 902 patients 

registered active or suspended for a pancreas transplant between 
1 January 2008 and 31 December 2010 in the UK. 

 
RESULTS 
 
3 Table 1 shows whether patients were first ‘actively’ registered for a pancreas 

transplant or first ‘suspended’.  Of the 902 first registrations, half, 461 (51%), 
were first listed as active while 441 (49%) were first listed as suspended.  In 
re-listing 44 patients, the minority, 16 (33%), were re-registered as active, 
while the remaining 28 (64%) were re-registered as suspended. 

 
  
Table 1 First registration status of those registered for a pancreas transplant,  

by calendar year, 1 Jan 2008 to 31 Dec 2010, by first and re-registrations 
  
 First registration Re-registration 
 First Active First suspended Active Suspended 
 N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%) 
         
2008 190 (53) 171 (47) 7 (32) 15 (68) 
2009 154 (54) 130 (46) 6 (46) 7 (54) 
2010 117 (46) 140 (54) 3 (33) 6 (67) 
         
TOTAL 461 (51) 441 (49) 16 (36) 28 (64) 
         
 
4 Table 2 shows the registration practice for each centre.  In terms of new 

registrations, Oxford is the only centre to first list the majority of their patients 
as suspended (87%).  Cardiff, Cambridge and Newcastle first register the vast 
majority of their patients as active (over 85%).  For re-registrations, centres 
generally first list patients as suspended with the exception of Guys, 
Cambridge and Newcastle who first register nearly all their re-registered 
patients as active. 
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Table 2 Registration status of those registered for a pancreas transplant, by 

centre, 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2010 
  
 First registration Re-registration 
 First Active First suspended Active Suspended 
 N (%) N (%) N (%) N (%) 
         
Vascularised pancreas       
Cambridge 76 (87) 13 (13) 3 (75) 1 (25) 
Cardiff 35 (95) 2 (5) 0 (0) 16 (100) 
Edinburgh 44 (68) 21 (32) 0 (0) 0 (0) 
Guys 75 (82) 17 (18) 1 (100) 0 (0) 
Manchester 84 (63) 49 (37) 0 (0) 1 (100) 
Newcastle 33 (87) 5 (13) 1 (100) 0 (0) 
Oxford 46 (13) 299 (87) 2 (33) 4 (67) 
WLRTC 34 (52) 31 (48) 0 (0) 5 (100) 
         
Pancreatic islet       
Edinburgh 1 (100) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 
King’s College 3 (100) 0 (0) 1 (100) 0 (0) 
Manchester 8 (100) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1 (100) 
Newcastle 10 (100) 0 (0) 3 (100) 0 (0) 
Oxford 9 (69) 4 (31) 3 (100) 0 (0) 
Royal Free 3 (100) 0 (0) 2 (100) 0 (0) 
         
TOTAL 461 (51) 441 (49) 16 (36) 28 (64) 
         

 
5 For each centre, Table 3 shows the median number of days to active 

registration following an initial suspended registration.  In 32 (7%) of the 441 
first suspended patient registrations, 9 were removed from the list whilst 
suspended, 2 died whilst suspended, 1 was transplanted prior to being listed 
as active and 20 patients were still suspended at the time of analysis.   

 
6 The median days from when a patient is first listed as suspended to when 

they first become active was 17 days, although there were considerable 
differences across centres with patients at Oxford generally becoming active 
within two to four weeks of suspension and those at WLRTC waiting, on 
average, over three months to become active. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PAG(11)11 

3 

 
  
Table 3 Median days to active registration for those first registered suspended, by 

centre, 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2010 
  
 Number  Median Interquartile range 
 suspended (Days)    
      
Vascularised pancreas     
Cambridge 13 7 4 - 19 
Cardiff 2 39 16 - 61 
Edinburgh 21 1 1 - 5 
Guys 13 57 36 - 102 
Manchester 39 57 21 - 143 
Newcastle 2 36 14 - 57 
Oxford 294 17 12 - 25 
WLRTC 21 105 46 - 225 
      
Pancreatic islet     
Oxford 4 11 5 - 14 
      
TOTAL 4091 17 11 - 35 
      
1 Excludes 2 patients that died after suspension median 78 days (24-132),  
  9 patients that were removed after suspension, median 186 days (118-274),  
  1 patients that were transplanted from suspension, 9 days 
  and 20 patients that were still suspended at the time of analysis 

 
 
7 For each centre, Table 4 shows the median number of days to a suspended 

registration following an initial active registration.  In 252 (55%) of the 461 first 
active patient registrations, 5 were removed from the list whilst active, 3 died 
whilst active, 172 were transplanted and 72 patients were still active at the 
time of analysis.   

 
8 The median time from when a patient is first listed as active to when they first 

become suspended was 4 months, although there were differences across 
centres with patients at Cardiff generally becoming suspended after 2 months 
of activation and those at Manchester and Edinburgh remaining, on average, 
active for over 5 months. 
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Table 4 Days to suspended registration for those first registered active, by centre, 

1 January 2008 to 31 December 2010 
  
  Time to first suspension (days) 
 N <7 7 – 14 14 – <31 >31 Median 
       
Vascularised pancreas      
Cambridge 26 1 4 1 20 85 
Cardiff 17 3 1 1 12 61 
Edinburgh 21 1 0 3 17 163 
Guys 36 3 3 4 26 87 
Manchester 44 0 4 2 38 164 
Newcastle 15 0 1 0 14 100 
Oxford 22 0 0 2 20 104 
WLRTC 8 0 0 2 6 139 
       
Pancreatic islet      
Edinburgh 1 1 0 0 0 1 
Manchester 8 0 0 0 8 243 
Newcastle 3 0 1 0 2 153 
Oxford 8 1 1 0 6 228 
       
TOTAL 2091 10 15 15 169 122 
       
1 Excludes 3 patients that died after activation median 91 days (38-213),  
  5 patients that were removed after activation, median 256 days (154-384),  
  172 patients that were transplanted from activation, median 85 days (27-214) 
  and 72 patients that were still active at the time of analysis 
       

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
9 In the UK, just over half of patients are first registered as active for a pancreas 

transplant, while just under half are first registered as suspended.  This trend 
is different for patients re-registered, where around one-third are initially re-
listed on the active list and two thirds as ‘suspended’. 

 
10 The proportion first listed as suspended varies across centres.  Oxford is the 

only centre to first list the majority of their patients as suspended while Cardiff, 
Cambridge and Newcastle first register almost all their patients as active. 
Patients re-registered are generally first re-listed on the ‘suspended’ list, with 
the exception of patients re-listed at Guy’s, Cambridge and Newcastle who re-
register nearly all their patients on the active list. 
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