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Dear Peter, 

Further to our recent discussion, I am WrItIng to you in your capacity as Chair of the 
Pancreas Advisory Group to ask you to kindly consider increasing the representation of islet 
transplant teams on your Group. As you are aware, when islet transplantation was still 
funded by Diabetes UK as an experimental procedure in the UK, we were generously 
granted a single representative on PAG. Any additional representation at that stage would 
have been inappropriate. However, since April 2008, islet transplantation has been funded 
by NCG in a similar manner to whole pancreas transplantation, and we now have a joint 
pancreas allocation system for the two treatments. I therefore, think that it is now time for 
the representation of the 2 parallel beta replacement therapies to be brought onto an equal 
and complementary footing to enable transparency and parity in the difficult discussions and 
decisions regarding pancreas retrieval, pancreas allocation, and pancreas usage. 

Whilst the Islet Advisory Group has served a useful temporary role as we have finalised a 
few of the practical details of the UK Islet Transplant Consortium, the interests of islet 
transplantation would now be served more appropriately around the PAG table. I would 
therefore request that you change the composition of PAG to include one representative 
from each islet transplant centre in addition to the current arrangement of one representative 
from each whole pancreas centre. In addition, it would be appropriate to have a single 
representative for islet isolation for the NCG Programme. 

I do hope that you will consider this request a reasonable one, and that you will respond 
favourably to my request to facilitate the increasingly close partnership and parity between 
whole pancreas and islet transplantation in the UK. 

Kind Regards 
Yours Sincerely 

p~'v~ 
Professor Paul R V Johnson 
Director of Oxford Islet Transplant Programme 
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