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Dual Listing of Highly sensitised SPK Tx patients (cRF>95%) on the  
kidney list  
 
 
Dear All, 
 
There is an exceedingly small number of patients on the SPK waiting list (currently 
16 (9%) as opposed to 1196(20%) on the kidney waiting list) who are highly 
sensitised (>95%cRF) and have been waiting for a long time. 
 
Although there are a small number of such patients being transplanted each year, 
25 in 5 years. Are we doing them a disservice by keeping them on the SPK waiting 
list?  
 
The current criterion for organ donation bars donors over the age of 60 and BMI > 
32 to be pancreas donors. In 2012-13, on the basis of age alone, 32% of DBD & 
52% of DCD’s were not considered as pancreas donors. In numerical terms this 
worked out as 496 donors! 
 
It is possible that some of these donors may have been a suitable kidney donor for 
one of these 16 highly sensitised patients on the SPK list. In such a scenario the 
transplanting team can decide to use the pancreas (as islets or solid organ) or not 
at all, but may succeed in getting the patient off dialysis. 
 
As an example, Oxford have a 36 year old patient on the SPK waiting list, who 
earlier had a LD kidney Transplant in Coventry in 2000, this failed in 2005. She has 
a cRF of 100 % and has been on the list since 2006. By the above reckoning, she 
has over the last seven missed out on at least 2000 donors! 
 
Is it then reasonable to propose, for this small number of patients to be dual listed 
with the following provisos? 
 

• They have a cRF>95% 
• They are on dialysis 
• Letter to the PAG & KAG chairman for approval before recommendation for 

dual listing 
• They compete with the other kidney patients as if they were kidney patients 

and not SPK patients 
 
 
Many thanks 
Sanjay 
 


