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NHS BLOOD AND TRANSPLANT 
 

OCULAR TISSUE ADVISORY GROUP 
 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 This report summarises current and future work being undertaken by NHS 

Blood and Transplant, as well as providing details of conference 
presentations given and abstracts submitted. 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 
2 An oral presentation was given at the Eye Retrieval Scheme Workshop in 

July 2010 on the first year of the new scheme.  The latest data from the 
scheme is reported as a separate agenda item. 

 
3 An update of outcomes following endothelial keratoplasty and deep anterior 

lamellar keratoplasty will be provided at the next Bowman Club meeting in 
March 2011.  A summary of this presentation will also be included in the 
Bowman Club highlights session at the Royal College of Ophthalmologists 
Annual Congress in May 2011.  These results will be presented at the next 
OTAG meeting. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
4 A manuscript on the use of antiviral prophylaxis and outcomes of PK for 

herpetic keratitis has been accepted for publication by Eye.  This work was 
undertaken in collaboration with colleagues from Bristol Eye Hospital. 

 
5 Another manuscript has been accepted by Transplantation for work 

undertaken in collaboration with Frank Larkin on variation in outcomes 
between high and low volume centres and surgeons.   

 
6 The results of work investigating PK outcomes in patients on glaucoma 

medication or who have had glaucoma surgery has been accepted for 
publication by the American Journal of Ophthalmology.  This work was 
undertaken in collaboration with colleagues from the Royal Liverpool 
University Hospital. 

 
7 Work was completed last year in collaboration with colleagues from the 

Manchester Royal Eye Hospital to investigate trends in corneal 
transplantation. 
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CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
8 Further work has been undertaken in collaboration with Ella Poppitt, Regional 

Manager, and the donor transplant co-ordinator teams to look at eye 
procurement from solid organ donors (EPSOD).  This is an ongoing project 
and the results for the first six months of 2010/11 are reported as a separate 
agenda item.   

 
9 A project on keratoplasty in Acanthamoeba keratitis is currently being carried 

out in collaboration with colleagues in the University Hospital Wales.  
Supplementary questionnaire were sent out and these results are to be 
analysed once sufficient forms have been returned. 

 
10 Work is currently underway to determine the influence of post-mortem factors 

on the quality and usability of donor corneas for transplantation.   
 
11 Another donor-related project investigated the impact of donor age and 

endothelial cell count on graft survival and this is included as a separate 
agenda item. 

 
12 Work will be undertaken this year to collect supplementary data for failed 

endothelial keratoplasty (EK) and to provide an update on outcomes following 
EK including the incidence of rejection episodes.  A copy of the 
supplementary questionnaire is included as a separate agenda item. 

 
13 A project proposal has been accepted by the OTAG audit and analysis sub 

group to investigate whether visual outcome remains stable between 2 and 5 
years post penetrating keratoplasty.  This work will be undertaken in 
collaboration with colleagues from Bristol Eye Hospital. 

 
14 There are also a number of other projects, suggested by colleagues in the 

Bristol Eye Hospital, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, Moorfields Eye Hospital, 
Royal Liverpool University Hospital and by the OTAG audit and analysis sub 
group, that are still at the project proposal stage. These include: 
• Effect of socio-economic deprivation on corneal graft survival (Aberdeen) 
• Outcomes of PK after penetrating eye injury (Bristol) 
• Analysis of paediatric transplants (OTAG) 
• Examination of the effect of socio-economic deprivation on access to 

corneal transplantation (Moorfields) 
• Corneal graft rejection and or failure in patients with bilateral corneal 

transplants (Liverpool) 
• Impact of donor factors on the failure or rejection of corneal grafts 

following penetrating keratoplasty (Liverpool) 
• Incidence of graft failure or rejection in the presence of pre-operative 

corneal neovascularisation in patients receiving penetrating keratoplasty 
or deep anterior lamellar keratoplasty (Liverpool and Moorfields) 
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APPENDIX 
 

AUDIT AND RESEARCH PUBLICATION LIST 
 

Papers in preparation 
 
OTAG4 
Kazakos D, Hossain P, Jones MNA, Anderson D.  Emergency Corneal Grafting in 
the United Kingdom: A 6-year Analysis of the UK Transplant registry.  [British 
Journal of Ophthalmology]. 
 
OTAG10 
Armitage WJ, Jones MNA, Zambrano I, Kaye SB.  Factors predicting primary graft 
failure in corneal transplantation. 
 
 
 

Papers submitted/accepted for publication 
 
OTAG6 
Goodfellow JFB, Nabili SN, Jones MNA, Nguyen DQ, Armitage WJ, Cook SD, Tole 
DM.  Antiviral Prophylaxis following corneal transplantation for herpetic keratitis 
[accepted by Eye]. 
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