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Following extensive discussion with the Order of St John, they wish to form a 
partnership with NHSBT, so that they may recognise and honour donors. 
 
The intention is to create a national donor recognition programme that can be delivered 
locally. 
 
Current Proposal 

1. The Order of St John will create a new international award for Organ Donation. 
2. In September 2013 a small symbolic first ceremony will occur in St James Palace. 
3. In October 2013, through the office of HM Lord Lieutenants, positioned 

throughout the UK, who represent the Crown and are members of the Order of 
St John, local ceremonies of recognition will be commenced. 

4. In collaboration with local organ donation committees all deceased organ 
donors in the UK (starting date for award to be decided) will be written to and 
offered the opportunity to receive this posthumous recognition. Participation 
will be entirely voluntary. 

5. In subsequent years the intention is to time the local ceremonies to 
Transplantation week in July each year. 

 
This is a broad outline. There are many specifics to be decided and the working group is 
being expanded to ensure wide representation. 
 
Background 
Recommendation 12 of the 2008 Taskforce report has still not been achieved. 
“Appropriate ways should be identified of personally and publicly recognising individual 
organ donors, where desired. These approaches may include national memorials, local 
initiatives and personal follow-up to donor families.” 

1. There is no national donation recognition programme. 
2. Any recognition is usually ad hoc, hospital based, for living donors, or through 

the work of the Donor Family Network. 
3. Donor recognition honours and remembers the gift of donation, and provides 

the opportunity to promote organ donation to the community. 
 
St John is an order of Chivalry of the British Crown with an ancient link to healthcare. 
The Grand Prior of the Order is always a senior member of the British Royal Family, 
currently this is the Duke of Gloucester. Many have been honoured in the past by the 
Order of St John and its membership is multi-faith. 

"St John’s focus on primary health care, especially amongst the poorest 
of the poor, and its capacity to tap the most generous and caring human 
impulses, gives it a special place in our hearts"  
Nelson Mandela, Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St John. 

 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenants are the representatives of the Crown for each county in 
the United Kingdom. Men or women of all backgrounds, they are appointed by The 
Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. There are 98 Lord-Lieutenants, who cover all 
areas of the UK. 


