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To:  Members of the Liver Advisory Group 
  
Ref: AG/kz/2011/0308 
24th March 2011 
 
Dear All, 
You may remember that we recently changed the liver donor allocation zones and this 
went live from 1 November 2010 (Table 1).  The method of calculating the zones was 
agreed at the LAG meetings in November 2009 and May 2010; donors are averaged 
over three years and compared to registrants over the preceding year.   
One point of detail that was originally included in the calculation of registrants was the 
exclusion of non-UK resident EU patients.  Following advice from the Department of 
Health we have decided that all those listed as Group 1 patients, who are entitled to be 
listed under the NHSBT Directions, (including under EU law), should be included.  Last 
year 1.7% of all new registrants were non-UK resident EU citizens. 
Table 2 describes each Unit’s donor and registrant percentage share and the statistical 
significance of any difference observed between the two, following this new guidance.  
Previously we have all agreed that when a statistically significant difference is observed 
between a Unit’s donor and registrant percentage share for any one Unit at the 5% 
significance level (adjusted to account for the largest difference in percentage share 
being tested for significance), as there was last year (Table 1), then the zones are re-
arranged.  As you can see from Table 2 no significant difference has been observed for 
any one Unit, and so we do not propose to make any changes at present.  We will repeat 
this analysis of zonal arrangements later in the year. 
I also include the number of EU organs imported into the UK and transplanted here over 
the last three years, Table 3. 
Best wishes 

 
Dr Alexander Gimson 
Chair – Liver Advisory Group 
ODT Directorate - NHSBT 
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