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NHS BLOOD AND TRANSPLANT 
 

LIVER ADVISORY GROUP 
 

IT IMPLEMENTATION OF ADVISORY GROUP REQUIREMENTS 
 
 

A number of important enhancements to IT systems at ODT were implemented on  
14 April 2011.  The release consisted of a number of enhancements agreed by the 
Advisory Groups plus several other changes relating to requests raised either 
externally or internally.  This paper provides a brief summary of the major 
enhancements for Members’ information. 
 
Organ allocation schemes 
 
Kidney allocation 
All patients 
Highly sensitised patients (HSP) (>=85% calculated reaction frequency) whose 
antibody specificities are fully defined (ie zero residual sensitisation) now additionally 
have access to kidneys where the HLA mismatch is Level 3 ([0 DR & 2B mm] or 
[1DR & 0/1B mm]). This should enhance the access to compatible kidneys for highly 
sensitised patients. 
Paediatric patients (including those registered prior to 18 years) 
1  Paediatric patients appearing in Tier D of kidney matching runs now have 
enhanced HLA match / age points to give a more equitable points distribution 
between adult and paediatric patients in this Tier.  
2  Clinically urgent paediatric patients may now be listed for priority allocation for the 
next blood group compatible donor aged 50 years or under and regardless of HLA 
match.  
Patients in North London 
There is a pilot scheme in three North London transplant centres for blood group B 
patients with low anti-A2 titres to be registered nationally as suitable to receive 
kidneys from donors of blood group A2 (when such are typed and reported 
accordingly).  Such patients now get additional priority over their group A 
counterparts if they have been waiting for more than two years. 
 
Pancreas allocation 
Minimum and maximum donor BMI criteria for pancreas and islet offers can now be 
specified by each centre and these will be applied automatically to all the centre’s 
patients on the transplant list to make organ offering more efficient. 
 
Cardiothoracic organ allocation 
The offering list for urgent heart patients will now include paediatric patients of 
incompatible blood group.  At the same time, the ordering of the offering list has been 
corrected: paediatric patients are ordered simply on waiting time, adult patients on a 
combination of zonal and blood group compatibility criteria.   
 
Liver allocation 
An existing bug has been fixed which means that liver offering lists can now be 
viewed correctly through the Electronic Offering System (EOS). 
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Other changes 
 
Small intestines  
Small intestines retrieved from solid organ donors are now visible to the Duty Office, 
and may be coded in much the same way as existing solid organs including audit of 
retrieval, offers made and their outcome, and reasons for offer decline or non-use of 
an accepted organ.   
 
Organ Coding 
A new code has been added to record where a kidney offer was declined because 
the recipient is due to receive a living donor organ.  
 
National Organ Retrieval Service   
An internal system will now report on forms due from the NORS retrieval teams to 
enable more effective monitoring and chasing of outstanding information. 
 
Kidney Transplant Record Form 
A new question has been added to identify antibody incompatible transplants to 
enable more effective recording and chasing of outstanding information.   
 
Kidney Donor Form 
New questions have been added to record the date/time of commencement of 
machine perfusion, date/time into transport box, number of ureters, and a text box for 
anatomical abnormalities.  The question relating to ‘evidence of rewarming’ has been 
removed.  At the same time, certain validation rules have been modified not to be 
triggered when they are irrelevant: in particular, those that have inappropriately 
reported date/time errors for donors after circulatory death. 
  
ODT On-line Statistics - Centre Specific Data Downloads 
These will now include altruistic and paired living kidney donors and resulting 
transplants, previously omitted. 
 
 
Numerous other changes were additionally made that will enhance internal working 
practices and data recording. 
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