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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 This paper describes the work currently being undertaken by statisticians at NHS 

Blood and Transplant and the Clinical Effectiveness Unit, Royal College of Surgeons 
under the auspices of the UK Liver Transplant Audit.   

  
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 
2 A presentation about patient comorbidities recorded at the time of registration and 

their effect on post-transplant survival after liver transplantation was given as part of 
the NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) plenary session at the British 
Transplantation Society Congress in February.   

 
CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
3 Work on the development of the proposed universal Liver Transplant Allocation 

Scheme (LTAS) has culminated in a report produced for the Liver Transplant 
Allocation Consensus Conference on 29 March.  Further work will be carried out 
following agreement on an implementation plan for any new scheme. 

 
4 Linked to the new universal LTAS, further analyses of transplant list survival and 

post-transplant survival for patients with HCC are being carried out.  Work will shortly 
commence to investigate deaths on the liver transplant list and the reasons why 
these may differ between centres.  

 
5 A risk-adjusted analysis of outcomes from time of registration is currently underway.   
 
6 The manuscript on risk-adjusted differences in post-transplant outcomes using livers 

from donors after brain death and donors after circulatory death is expected to be 
submitted to a journal for consideration by the end of May.     

 
7 The work to investigate the effect of patient comorbidities recorded at the time of 

registration on post-transplant survival after liver transplantation has been completed 
as far as the data collection will allow.  However, the effect of patient comorbidities in 
the year prior to transplant on post-transplant outcomes is currently being 
investigated.  This is being conducted using the data stored in the UK Transplant 
Registry and linking this with data from the Hospital Episode Statistics (HES).  

 
8 The interim Audit report including transplants between 1 October 2010 and 30 

September 2011 is being prepared.  
 
9 In July work will commence on renewing the prognostic models used for risk-

adjustment in the analyses for the Audit report. The models currently used were 
developed in 2004. 
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10 Work has commenced on a joint project with Professor Andrew Burroughs comparing 
UKELD, re-fit MELD and the transplant list model developed as part of the new 
universal LTAS. 
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