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28 March 2013 
Dear Dr Gimson 
 
With increased public awareness of non-directed altruistic organ donation we have seen a 
growing trend in the numbers of people offering to donate, particularly in living donor kidney 
transplantation.  Through my role within NHSBT, I have worked with colleagues in transplant 
centres to help provide support for this activity.  Many people contact transplant centres 
directly having done their own research, but a number of potential donors approach NHSBT 
for advice about how to take the process forward.  The system that we have put in place 
means that enquirers offering to donate a kidney are given information about how to make 
direct contact with the living donor co-ordinators in their nearest transplant centre, whom they 
are advised to approach for further information and expert advice.  This information is also 
being updated on the public facing website so that it will be easier to access in future.  This 
has been effective in improving the speed and geographical distribution of referrals, 
according to donor preference, across the UK and all 23 kidney transplant centres are now 
involved. 
 
With the first altruistic living liver donation to a child at the end of last year, there have been 
more enquiries about this possibility through NHSBT and I suspect that there will be 
increasing interest in the future.  I would welcome advice from the Advisory Group about the 
feasibility of establishing a similar system for referring these offers from NHSBT to individual 
centres as we have for kidney.  A list of centres that are willing to participate in considering 
altruistic referrals and preferred points of contact for potential donors within these centres 
would be a first step.  I would be happy to attend a meeting of the Advisory Group to present 
this for discussion if that would be helpful. 
 
I would welcome your thoughts.  
 
With very best wishes, 
Yours sincerely 

 
Lisa Burnapp 
Lead Nurse - Living Donation 
 
cc:  Prof. James Neuberger 
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