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INTRODUCTION 
 
1 The Kidney Advisory Group have requested that waiting time is calculated from a 

patients first date of starting dialysis instead of the activation date on the kidney 
transplant waiting list. 

 
2 The main justification for changing the way waiting time is calculated is to hopefully 

make it more equitable for patients due to difference in listing practices across the UK. 
 
3 As at 31 March 2014, there were 8,464 patients registered as active or suspended on 

the kidney only transplant waiting list and of these approximately 5,500 patients are 
recorded as on dialysis and would need to have their waiting time altered. 

 
PROPOSAL 
 
4 The following process for calculating a patients waiting time is proposed: 

 
a. A patient awaiting their first kidney transplant would have their waiting time 

calculated from first start date of dialysis. 
 

b. Patients awaiting a second kidney transplant would have their waiting time 
calculated from their previous kidney transplant fail date. 

 
c. Patients who receive a transplant that fails within 180 days would have their 

waiting time calculated from their first start date of dialysis. 
 

5 Patients that are listed before the need for dialysis can have their waiting time 
calculated in one of two ways, either from point of activation or from start of dialysis.   
 

6 NHSBT currently only collects dialysis start date at point of activation on to the 
transplant list.  In order to calculate waiting time from start of dialysis for pre-emptive 
patients, transplant centres would need to inform NHSBT when a patient starts dialysis 
otherwise the patient would not start to accrue waiting time points.  

 
ACTION 
 
7 Members are asked to consider the proposal and make any recommendations that 

they feel are appropriate. 
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