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INTRODUCTION 
 
1 There are currently a small number of type I diabetic patients with chronic renal failure 

who have been considered for simultaneous kidney and pancreas (SPK) 
transplantation but considered unsuitable due to co-morbidity or technical barriers.  At 
present, the options for these patients are kidney transplantation alone or islet after 
kidney transplant. 

 
2 There are immunological advantages to receiving islets from the same deceased 

donor and evidence that simultaneous islet and kidney (SIK) transplantation modifies 
the secondary effects of diabetes on both the kidney graft and cardiovascular and 
microvascular disease. 

 
PROPOSAL 
 
3 The islet transplant service in the UK is now well established and so it is proposed that 

a small number of patients are allowed to register for a SIK transplant in the first 
instance via the pancreas appeals panel. 
 

4 Centres will be able to put forward patients who currently meet the listing criteria for 
SPK transplantation but who have been deemed unsuitable for an SPK transplant. 

 
5 Suitable patients will then be registered with NHSBT for both kidney and islets and will 

appear in the Pancreas Matching Run with all other patients awaiting a pancreas or 
islet transplant.  Points for these patients will be calculated using the routine islet 
criteria and the centre will receive the offer on behalf of the SIK patient once they 
appear at the top of the Pancreas Matching Run. 

 
6 NHSBT would be able to initiate this process in a reasonable time frame as IT 

infrastructure is already in place to allow the registration and matching of SIK patients. 
 
ACTION 

 
7 Members are asked to consider the proposal and make any recommendations that 

they feel are appropriate. 
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