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The British Transplantation Society Clinical Trials Steering Committee is 
responsible for identifying, organising, coordinating and encouraging clinical 
trials in transplantation. The committee includes representation from NHSBT, 
the Royal College of Surgeons and has established strong links with Kidney 
Research UK.  
 
Among the committee’s roles and responsibilities are:  
1. Identifying areas of transplantation where trials are required 
2. Providing a forum for the development and conduct of clinical trials 
3. Engaging all UK transplanting centres in a research network enabling 
patient recruitment to high-quality clinical research studies 
4. Organising and coordinating clinical trials 
5. Commissioning new clinical trials 
6. Recommending clinical trials for BTS endorsement 
7. Liaising with other specialist societies/professional groups when clinical 
trials overlap 
8. Reporting on the progress of clinical trials 
 
The committee notes that identification and promotion of areas of audit and 
research also falls within the Advisory Group’s remit.  
 
Proposal: The BTS Clinical Trials Committee will host a one-day workshop at 
the Royal College of Surgeons during the late summer inviting representatives 
of all transplanting centres in the UK to discuss current studies, to identify 
gaps in the research portfolio and to generate ideas to commission 
development of new studies. We are seeking endorsement from NHSBT 
Kidney Advisory Group as an exemplar so that the letter of invitation would 
come from jointly from the BTS, the Royal College of Surgeons and NHSBT 
KAG? 
 
In the longer term we aim to engage all Solid Organ Advisory Groups and the 
Clinical Retrieval Group to enable synergy between donor and recipient-
focused research. A smaller group representing each of the SOAGs as well 
as the Clinical Retrieval Group could oversee this.  
 
 

 
 
Rachel Hilton MA PhD FRCP 
BTS Clinical Trials Steering Committee Chair 


