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Coronary angiography for heart donors 
 
 

1. A meeting with Bob Bonser, Paul Murphy (NHS B&T clinical lead for organ donation), James 
Neuberger, Steve Tsui and J Townend was held in Birmingham in Dec 2011 to look at the 
feasibility of coronary angiography in potential heart donors.  
 

2. A set of criteria for angiography and suggested protocol were already available from work 
done primarily by Bob Bonser. 

 
3. It was agreed that the process would start in the Midlands as a pilot study for one year. Dr 

John Townend will identify which hospitals have 24/7 access to coronary angiography and 
where the cardiologists would agree to support the programme; Paul Murphy will ensure that 
there are appropriate discussions and support from the ITU by working with the CL-ODs.  

 
4. The proposal is that, for suitable potential donors, the SN-OD would seek approval from the 

family and make one phone call to the coronary angiography service who would respond 
immediately. SN-ODs will not accompany the donor to and from the catheter labs. The 
cardiologists will provide images on a CD and a telephone report to the cardiac transplant 
consultant who will decide whether to accept or reject the heart and whether re-
vascularisation procedures are required. 

 
5. James Neuberger has requested project support from the ODT.   

 
6. Since the meeting I have contacted the list of midland donor centres supplied by Paul Murphy 

and had positive replies from cardiologists in most.   An explanatory document was supplied 
to each centre (enclosed).  Outstanding centres (only Derby and Leicester) are now being 
contacted individually but have already indicated likely agreement.   

 
7. The next step will be to ensure that the SN-ODs and CL-ODs meet with the lead cardiologists 

in each centre and agree a local protocol.  We will provide a SOP that can be adapted at each 
centre.  I am hopeful that the pilot will be commenced in Q3 2012.   

 
 


