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NHS BLOOD AND TRANSPLANT 
 

CARDIOTHORACIC ADVISORY GROUP 
 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 This paper describes the work currently being undertaken by statisticians at 

NHS Blood and Transplant and the team at the Clinical Effectiveness Unit, 
Royal College of Surgeons under the auspices of the UK Cardiothoracic 
Transplant Audit.   

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  
 
2 Two abstracts have been selected for presentation at the ISHLT conference in 

April: 
-  Use of Long-term Ventricular Assist Devices in bridging to heart 

transplantation – A UK National survey (poster) 
- US-derived quantitative donor risk score predicts mortality after 

orthotopic heart transplantation in the UK (oral). 
 
3 An abstract on ‘Management of advanced heart failure in the UK: trends in 

heart transplantation and mechanical circulatory support’ has been selected 
for an oral presentation at the BCS conference in June. 

 
CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
4 The end of year Audit report including transplants to 31 March 2010 was 

completed and disseminated in October 2010.  
 
5 The manuscript on the use of ATG induction therapy and that on the use of 

ventricular assist devices for primary graft failure have been accepted for 
publication.   Work continues on the primary adverse events after heart 
transplantation, validation of the US-derived donor risk score in the UK 
population and renal function after heart transplantation manuscripts.   

 
6 The UK VAD database has been rolled out to two of the remaining four 

centres (Birmingham and Manchester).  Suggested changes to the database, 
raised by users, have been requested from the IT department and await 
implementation. 

 
7 Back-fill data on VADs implanted since the end of the EVAD study has been 

provided by Harefield, Papworth and Newcastle.  Monthly progress reports on 
all VAD data collection are being provided to monitor progress.  

 
8 Mr Akan Emin, the audit research fellow, has commenced the study of quality 

of life in patients listed for heart transplantation and patients who receive a 
VAD. 
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