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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 This paper describes the work currently being undertaken by statisticians at 

NHS Blood and Transplant and the team at the Clinical Effectiveness Unit, 
Royal College of Surgeons under the auspices of the UK Cardiothoracic 
Transplant Audit.   
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CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
4 The expected mortality rates for the centre-specific monitoring of 30-day 

patient outcomes following cardiothoracic transplantation were revised as 
agreed at the April Steering group meeting and all charts produced since June 
use these new rates.   

 
5 The heart ‘promotion’ scheme was successfully removed on 1 August, 

following a request from CTAG.  
 
6 Several analyses have been undertaken to provide evidence to the subgroup 

examining heart allocation, and support is ongoing. Similarly, support is 
ongoing to the lung allocation subgroup regarding possible data collection 
mechanisms to allow the calculation of the Lung Allocation Score and 
subsequent audit. 

 
7 Work continues on the validation of the US-derived donor risk score and 

primary adverse events after heart transplantation manuscripts. A manuscript 
describing trends in VAD activity and outcome in the UK is at the final draft 
stage, and initial analysis is underway for the study of quality of life for 
patients listed for heart transplantation, patients who have received a 
transplant and patients who receive a VAD. Analysis of outcomes from the 
time of listing is also continuing.   
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8 Donor data will be provided to the DEVELOP-UK study for the first subset of 

donors shortly. 
 
9 Progress reports on VAD data collection continue to be provided to centres so 

that they may monitor their progress against the final data collection target of 
31 December 2012.  

 
10 Initial discussions have been held with the ISHLT International Mechanical 

Assisted Circulatory Support Registry (IMACS) regarding sending UK VAD 
data to this international registry. This is due to be discussed at the Steering 
Group meeting on 19 September and, subject to agreement from all relevant 
parties, NHS Blood and Transplant will facilitate this data transfer on behalf of 
all UK centres. 
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