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NHS BLOOD AND TRANSPLANT 
 

CARDIOTHORACIC ADVISORY GROUP 
 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 This paper describes the work currently being undertaken by statisticians at 

NHS Blood and Transplant and the team at the Clinical Effectiveness Unit, 
Royal College of Surgeons under the auspices of the UK Cardiothoracic 
Transplant Audit.   

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  
 
2 An oral presentation on ‘Chronic kidney disease after adult heart 

transplantation’ was given as part of the NHS Blood and Transplant plenary 
session at the British Transplantation Society conference in February.  

 
3 A poster presentation was given at the ISHLT conference in April on ‘The 

smoking donor – Benefit or hazard to the potential lung transplant recipient?‘. 
 
CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
4 The manuscripts on the impact of donor smoking on lung transplant survival 

and renal function after heart transplantation have been accepted for 
publication in The Lancet and Transplantation, respectively. Work continues 
on the validation of the US-derived donor risk score and primary adverse 
events after heart transplantation manuscripts. A manuscript describing trends 
in VAD activity and outcome in the UK is also in progress following excellent 
data provision from centres.  

 
5 The expected mortality rates for the centre-specific monitoring of 30-day 

patient outcomes following cardiothoracic transplantation will shortly be 
revised so that current centre outcomes are compared to recent national 
mortality rates.  Final details are to be discussed at the Steering Group 
meeting on 25 April.   

 
6 Mr Akan Emin, the audit research fellow, is continuing to work with centres on 

the study of quality of life in patients listed for heart transplantation, patients 
who have received a transplant and patients who receive a VAD.   

 
7 Analysis of outcomes from the time of listing continues with clinical input from 

the UK Cardiothoracic Transplant Audit Project Group to ensure appropriate 
risk-adjustment. 

 
8 Heart transplant, waiting list and VAD data were provided to Warwick 

Evidence under the ‘Application for Data’ process for the Health Technology 
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Assessment entitled ‘What is the clinical and cost-effectiveness of second and 
third generation ventricular assist devices in patients with end-stage heart 
failure?’. This work was commissioned by the National Specialised 
Commissioning Team (NSCT). 
 

9 Several activity and analysis reports have been provided to the NSCT for the 
cardiothoracic Examination of Issues. 

 
10 The heart ‘promotion’ scheme is due to be removed in June, following detailed 

analysis between Business Transformation Services, Statistics and Clinical 
Audit and the Duty Office to ensure that the allocation arrangements 
accurately revert to those previously used, with no impact on other allocation. 

 
11 Progress reports on VAD data collection continue to be provided to centres so 

that they may monitor their progress.  
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