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Background 
1 The current rules for the prioritisation of adult urgent patients are 

complex and ill-defined and this has sometimes led to confusion 
between the Duty Office and centres (see Appendix for current rules). 
There is therefore a need to clarify what the rules should be, and 
ensure the automated matching run is operating correctly.   

 
 
Areas for clarification 
2 The existing rules indicate that blood group prioritisation can be 

overridden in the case of a centre using a local donor heart for an 
urgent patient.  Is this correct?  For example, can a centre use a local 
O donor heart for an A urgent recipient even if an O urgent patient is 
waiting elsewhere? 

 
3 Are the donor size matching rules of ±15% of patient height still valid? 

Currently hearts from all donors are offered to all urgent recipients 
regardless of height. 

 
4 The rules are unclear, but seem to suggest that for non-zonal offering 

of blood group O donor hearts, O urgent patients should take priority, 
followed by B and AB urgent patients (ordered by waiting time) and 
then by blood group A urgent patients. Is this correct? 

 
 
Paediatric urgent patients 
5 Paediatric urgent patients are prioritised by waiting time only. 
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Appendix 

B. ADULT URGENT HEART ALLOCATION SCHEME 
 
B.4 OFFERING HEARTS TO URGENT PATIENTS 
 
4.1 Donor organs will be offered preferentially to patients registered on the urgent heart 
scheme. Hearts offered through the Fast Track Scheme may be used for urgent patients. The 
routine order of offering shall be first by blood group and then by size, with blood group 
identical having priority over compatible matches thus: 
 

4.1.1 

Blood Group 
Blood group 
identical  
Blood group 
compatible 

Organs from blood group O donors may be used for patients from 
groups O and B. Patients with blood group A will not be eligible to 
receive organs from blood group O donors unless they are the only 
registered urgent patient at that time. 

4.1.2 Size 
Donor height ± 15% of patient height. 
The heart will not be offered if the difference between donor and 
patient height is outside this range. 

4.1.3 These criteria may be overridden in cases where a local centre retains a local heart for 
a local urgent patient. 

 
4.2 Where two patients of the same blood group and size are registered on the Adult Urgent 
Heart Scheme, the patient who was registered first with the UKT Duty Office will have priority. 
 
4.3 A centre with a local donor may retain the heart for an urgent patient of the same size and 
identical blood group even if another similar patient is waiting elsewhere. 
 
4.4 A centre with a local donor and a pre-registered urgent patient with compatible blood 
group and same size (±15%) can retain a heart even if there is a patient of the same size and 
identical blood group registered at another centre. 
 
4.5 If an organ is accepted by a centre for a patient on the urgent scheme, the organ cannot 
be used for a different patient; similarly, the centre may not export a heart which is ABO 
compatible and the donor height is ± 15% of the recipient height in that period. 
 
4.6 Where two patients, of the same size but of different blood groups, are registered on the 
urgent scheme the blood group identical patient will have priority. 
 
4.7 When a blood group O donor heart is available for two urgent patients, with blood group B 
and AB, the organ will be allocated to the first patient to be registered. 
 
4.8 Adult donor hearts may be offered for paediatric patients registered on the Paediatric 
Urgent Heart Scheme. 
 
4.9 If an organ is accepted for a patient on the urgent scheme, no further offers will be made 
for that patient unless the transplant is not undertaken. 
 
4.10 A patient registered for an urgent heart will have precedence over a non-urgent patient 
waiting for a heart/lung block. 


