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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 This paper describes the work currently being undertaken by statisticians at 

NHS Blood and Transplant and the team at the Clinical Effectiveness Unit, 
Royal College of Surgeons under the auspices of the UK Cardiothoracic 
Transplant Audit.   

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 
2 An oral presentation on ‘Donation after circulatory death lung activity in the 

UK – 100 transplants and counting’ was given at the ESOT 6th International 
Conference on Organ Donation after Circulatory Death in February, and as 
part of the NHS Blood and Transplant plenary session at the British 
Transplantation Society conference in March. An oral presentation on this 
topic will also be given at the ISHLT Congress in April. 

 
CURRENT AND FUTURE WORK 
 
3 Several analyses have been undertaken to provide an appendix of evidence 

to support the heart allocation working party’s proposals for changes to the 
urgent heart allocation scheme.  

 
4 Similarly, for the lung allocation working party, analyses have been provided 

on predictors of urgency for lung patients and access to organs for paediatric 
patients. Further analysis and support will continue as the working party 
develops recommendations for change. 

 
5 Data collection forms have been developed to enable the evaluation of the 

pilot project for a cardiothoracic retrieval scout to attend potential donors early 
and facilitate donor optimisation.  

 
6 At the request of the unit directors, an analysis to identify factors associated 

with primary graft dysfunction (PGD) following heart transplantation is 
underway. Cases of PGD will be validated directly with the transplant centres. 

 
7 VAD data provision is now exclusively via the VAD database at four of the 

adult centres, with a handful of cases still to be input at the other two centres 
before spreadsheet reporting can cease. 
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8 Under the application for data process, datasets have been provided to 
investigators at Johns Hopkins for a project on ‘National lung transplant 
outcomes for cystic fibrosis patients in the UK and US’ and to Leeds for a 
project on hepatitis B transmission from HBcAb positive donors. 

 
9 Work continues on the validation of the US-derived donor risk score and 

primary adverse events after heart transplantation manuscripts. A manuscript 
describing trends in VAD activity and outcome in the UK has been accepted 
for publication subject to minor revision and initial analysis is underway for the 
study of quality of life for patients listed for heart transplantation, patients who 
have received a transplant and patients who receive a VAD.  
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