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1. Introduction 
1.1. In February 2013 Professor Andrew Hart, a consultant hand and 

plastic surgeon from Glasgow Royal Infirmary and the University 
of Glasgow, received NHSBT approval for his research proposal 
to source and use dorsal root ganglia (DRG) from deceased 
organ donors in the development of novel pain therapies.   

1.2. Fundamental to the proposal is access to this tissue from 
deceased organ donors immediately after to removal of organs 
for transplantation in an effort to minimise the ischaemic time for 
the DRG. 

1.3. This therefore requires the SN-ODs from the Scotland Organ 
Donation Service Team to obtain specific authorisation from the 
donor’s family for the removal of the DRG during the 
authorisation process for organ donation for transplant 
purposes. 

1.4. Concerns were raised by the Clinical Retrieval Group that 
asking for the authority to remove DRG for research purposes 
from a donor’s family at this time would create a significant risk 
of families withdrawing authorisation for organ donation for 
transplantation. 

1.5. This brief report provides feedback from the Scotland ODST on 
their experience with approaching families about enrolment of a 
donor into the DRG study. 

 
2. Scotland ODST Feedback 
1.1. The DRG study in Scotland went live on 10 May 2013 following 

the provision of training on the study for the Scotland ODST and 
the agreement from the Regional Manager. 

1.2. The following table provides details of the Scotland ODST’s 
experience to date: 

 
 

No. Families 
approached 
for DRG 

No. Families 
who have 
authorised for 
DRG 

No. Families 
who have 
declined 
DRG 

No. 
withdrawals 
of 
authorisation 
for organ 
donation as a 
result of the 
DRG study 

No. of 
concerns 
raised by 
families about 
being 
approached 
about the 
DRG study 

13 (100%) 11 (85%) 2* (15%) 0 0 
* Reasons for families declining DRG: 
a) Family said no to all research 
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b) Family said no to all tissue donation so not approached about the DRG 
study  

 
3.   Conclusion 
3.1. To date there has been no negative feedback from donor families 

regarding the approach for recruitment in to the DRG study. 
3.2. To date there have been no withdrawals of authorisation from 

donor families who have been approached about the DRG study. 
3.3. As part of the SN-ODs approach when seeking consent/ 

authorisation for organ donation the option of a non-transplantable 
organ or tissue being used for the purposes of research is 
routinely discussed.   

3.4. SN-ODs use their experience of taking consent/ authorisation and 
their understanding of the needs of the donor family to make a 
judgement on whether a family could cope with being approached 
about a study such as the DRG study and if a family have already 
expressed their opinion that organs or tissue are not to be used 
for research purposes then they would not explore other research 
options. 

3.5. It can be concluded from the Scottish experience that the risk of a 
donor family withdrawing consent for organ donation as a result of 
being approached about a specific research study such as the 
DRG study is very low. 

 
 
 
 
 


