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RINTAG work plan 
 
Aims of the Group: 
 

1. Horizon Scanning: review and advise NHSBT, Commissioners and other 
stakeholders of current and future technologies involving organ donation, 
retrieval and transplantation that may impact on service delivery  

2. Current research, innovation and service development: provide an oversight 
of current innovations, research and service developments affecting the 
donation and transplant pathway in order to coordinate the smooth 
implementation of approved studies, reduce duplication and avoid potential 
conflicts. 

3. NHSBT supported projects: RINTAG will review progress reports from such 
projects. 

4. Proposed research, innovation and service development: review new 
applications and advise ODT SMT on their governance and implementation if 
appropriate: RINTAG is not constituted to give advice on research ethics. 

5. Coordinate research proposals and access to organs and relevant tissues for 
research purposes 

6. INTAG will review the current NHSBT policies for access to tissue and organs 
for research and monitor implementation of policies and review cost recovery 
policies. 

7. Develop the business cases for the novel technologies and innovations that 
are determined as beneficial for increasing the number and quality of the 
donor organs based on the best clinical evidence. 

8. Advise ODT SMT on Research Strategy 
 
Short term wok plan: 
 

1. Review the principles and policies of allocation of organs for research 
and ensure that NHSBT can provide an effective and efficient service that 
meets the demands of the scientists in a fair, transparent, efficient and 
equitable manner and fulfils the wishes of the donors. 

2. Establishing a registry of supported projects (protocol, duration of study, 
number of organs required, organ traceability mechanisms etc) and a priority 
system when demand outstrips supply. 

3. Work towards developing an electronic offering system to streamline 
access to organs in a fair manner. 

4. Provide support and governance for the  NRP/EVLP service evaluation 
and DCD heart transplant service evaluation 

 
Intermediate term work plan: 
 

1. Explore options to increase consent for research 
2. Increase the recovery of organs for research (if not suitable for 

transplantation) and ensure adequate consent, organ traceability and 
transport and potential for cost recovery for NHSBT. 

3. NHSBT-BTS novel technology and research update day.  
4. Develop a policy for utilization of organs beyond current transplant 

criteria for service development 
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